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Jane Yolen has been called “the Hans 

Christian Andersen of America” because 

of her significant contributions to children’s 

literature. She has written more than 300 

books for readers of all ages, including 

the Caldecott Medal-winning Owl Moon 

and 3 previous titles for Creative Editions: 

Self-Portrait with Seven Fingers, The Emily 

Sonnets, and Sing a Season Song. She lives 

in Massachusetts and Scotland.

Ohio native Chris Sheban has illustrated 

picture books such as I Met a Dinosaur, 

A Night on the Range, The Shoe Tree of 

Chagrin, and Red Fox at McCloskey’s 

Farm. His work has been honored with 

three gold and three silver medals from 

the Society of Illustrators. He lives near 

Chicago, Illinois.
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If you give a child a box, who can tell 

what will happen next? It may become a 

library or a sailboat, a palace or a race 

car. It could just as easily set the scene 

for a fairy tale or a wild expedition. The 

most wonderful thing is its seemingly 

endless capacity for magical adventure, 

a feature imaginatively captured in 

textured, cardboard-esque art by Chris 

Sheban and rhythmically celebrated 

in Jane Yolen’s poetic tribute to the 

humble box. 
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A box! a box
is a wonder
indeed. 

The only  
such magic
that you’ll 
ever need.
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Make your own box!
Color in the blank pictures. Then cut along the solid 
lines. Fold along the dotted lines and attach the flaps 
as instructed to see What to Do with a Box!


